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Picture this
Good readers form

My sibling, my friend

changes, allergens) and symptoms
(wheezing, coughing, chest tightness).
Also, she should alert her teacher or
coach right away if she feels an attack
coming on.

Dictionary tip

Help your child learn to use the dic-
tionary by showing him the guide
words at the top of each page. Explain
that every word on the page falls
between those two words in ABC
order. Idea: Have him think of guide
words for family members’ names
(acorn and apple for Adam).

Worth quoting

“Life doesn’t require that we be the
best, only that we try our best.”

H. Jackson Brown Jr.

Nina: I'm glad [ wasn't &
born in France.

Molly: Why?

Nina: Because [ s
can't speak French! 527

-
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after homework and chores.
Examples: crosswords and other
puzzles, clay, Legos, magazines. Relaxing
and having fun together can build com-

mon interests.
Careful words

When correcting your youngsters,
address each one separately—lumping
them together may encourage resent-

ment. Instead of,
“Kids, stop throwing
candy in the shop-
ping cart,” say,
“Laura, we aren’t
buying chocolate
today,” or “David,
put the lollipops
back.”

Supportive acts

Next time you
attend one child’s
game or recital, take
your other youngster
along. 1t will help
them develop
respect for one
another and appre-
ciate each other’s
skills. Plus, you'll
enjoy a fun outing
together.
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Helping hands

Work as a family to help others. Call
your local United Way for idcas. You
might sort clothing at a thrift shop, join
in a fund-raiser walk, or bake cockies for
a shelter. The good feeling that comes
from lending a hand is something posi-
tive your children can share. ¥

Building on strengths

Everyone has talents...as well as things they struggle )
with. Try these steps to help your youngster discover his
gifts and use them to do better in other areas:

I Talk with your child about what he is good at (drawing,
history). Then, ask him where he needs to improve (vocab-
ulary, reading).

2. Try pairing strengths and weaknesses. For example, how
could he use his artistic ability to remember
words? (Draw pictures of delinitions.)
How might his interest in history
help him be a better reader? (Read
books about history.)

3. Put ideas into action.

Give your youngster art sup-
plies when he's studying
vocabulary. Ask your librarian
for historical fiction books he

can read. ¥
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